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TO HIS LATE LETTER TO THE 


EARL or CHATHAM. 


How execrable then is the barbarous impiety of 2ho/e men, 
o have torn their country to pieces, by all ſorts of willainy, 

and who not only have been, but are, az this inflant, con- 
ſpiring its ruin, and deſtruction ! 


C1CERO. 


L OO N DOD 0 


ated for G. KEARSLY, at No. 46, in Fleet-Street. 
M,DCC.LXXIV. | 


F 


S.+ | 


j 
] 
; 
i 


OU begin your letter by admitting with the 


r&cd by the genius, and animated by the vigour 
or ford Chatham's councils, added Canada to the 
haun empire. You then obſerve, that it too often 
loten that national wijdom fleeps whilſt the 
virit of congueſt is awake. The Macedonians, the 
Romans, in their latter days, the French in 
eis, the Auſtrians, the Ruſſians and Pruſſians 


cnqueſts only carrying ſlavery abroad, and efta- 
1 
Wing it at home. But as your own poſition 


Wille the ſpirit of conqueſt is awake, you muſt 
'B allow 


ps Ops . 
> a R 


1 reſt of the world that his-majeſty's arms, di- 


al firengthen and confirm your obſervation, their 


mpites that national wiſdom is not always aſleep, 
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riſing out of the moſt deſert parts of our country; 


4 2 w 3 t 3 > — 117 F 157 Jer 
in property, and people; many of whom becoming 


E 


allow me in oppoſition, to look upon the wra of 
lord Chatham's adminiſtration as a glorious il. 
luſtration of it; the conqueſts then made having 4 
tendency to encreaſe and perpetuate the trade 
of this country, - and in conſequence encreak 
and perpetuate its libertics; for as freſh mari; 
open to us, we mutt have freſh hands to ſupply 


them, till at laſt we ſnould tee manufacturing town; 
thus the nation increaſing in trade would increate 


freeholders and freemen, would increaſe that grand 
creative foundation of the ſtate, which gives exiſt- 
ence to all other orders, from the petty conſtable 
to the king's majeſty; the increaſe of freeholders 
and freemen, naturally cauſing an increaſe of re- 
preſentatives, the foundation would be widened; 
the great pillars multiplied and ſtrengthened by 
their numbers, the weight of the jrperfirudure 
would be as a feather; che fall of which, or ſub— 
ſtitution of another, would hardly be perceived: 
whereas its weight at preſent is hardly to be borne 

That thoſe aſſertions are not chimerical, the hiſto- 
ry of this country, from Henry the 7th to the pf. 
ſent moment, will evince. And as to any extend 
injury, what power ſhort of omnipotence coil 
effect it? as Great Britain and Ireland united and 
aſſimilated by an equitable and fair union, vi" 


: roa 
EW 


(7-7 

ige circumſtances ] have mentioned, could ſupport 
ſeventeen millions of free- born ſubjects, diſdaining 
erery controul but that of laws made by them- 
elves. If to this we add an union with our co- 


onies, which, though it could not be formgd 48 
cloſe as that with Ireland, yet it may be accom- 
plithed in luch manner as to continue for fome 


hardly be erated, till in the great abyſs of time 
e remembrance and the remembrancers ſhall 
ſhare the common and natural fate of being no 
more, 

You inſinuate that had lord Chatham reflected 
on the neceſſity of a civil eſtabliſiment, Canada, 
4 country differing from ours in rehgion, laws, 
habits and cuſtoms, he would not have given it 
the preference to Nartinique, Guardcloup, and 
Ine other rich iſlands reſtored to the French and 
wantards in the VWeſt-Indics. But had you re- 
lected that the lame difficulty muſt have occurred 
bo his lordſhip in the ſettlement of theſc, as in the 
Jeitlement of Canada; their reli gion, their laws, 
nd cuſtoms being equaily diſfimilar to ours; you 
#ould not have expoſed yourſelf by an obſerva- 
on for which a ſcheol- boy ſhould have been 


B 2 18 


generations, and then, jeave ſuch a remembrance 
of reciprocal affection and good offices, as could 


doted at. Jamaica was formerly a Spaniſh iſland 
inder the ſame predicament with Canada; Jamaica 
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and governed by Engliſh laws, with a free Engl 


(8-3 
is now an Engliſh iſland, inhabited by Engliſh en 


legiſlature. 

I mult take the liberty to fet you right in ang. 
ther particular, which is, that we had not con. 
quered the Havanna, or even been at war with 
Spain, when the French miniſter was treating with 
lord Chatham; conſequently his lordſhip could 
have had no choice with reſpect to it. But this; | 
one of the many of your little inſinuations, in or: 
der to vilify the reputation of that great man, 
However, as thoſe who know the human hear 
conſider the malevolent part of the creation as ob- 
jects of pity, as well as deteſtation, I who am aft 
to commiſerate diſtreſs, though the devil ſhould 
be the ſuffering object, would adviſe you, and the 
reſt of the king's friends, no longer to look upon 
the earl of Chatham as an object of hatred, be. 
cauſe you cannot injure him; for, who will believe 
that his wiſdom and virtue are not perfect, who 
raiſed this country from the moſt abject ſtate of 
deſpondency, to the higheſt pinnacle of glory: 
who found her trampled upon by an inſolent for, 


and in her turn, made her trample upon tha 2 
who found her fleets and armies beaten * at 
before the enemy, made thoſe flects and 1 


Tout and deſtroy that enemy; who found i=! 


iſlands torn from her very boſom, and that ve 
boſom 
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wm ſcemingly devoted to deſtruction ;--her credit 
almoſt annihilated; yet, ſuch was the Godlike power 
of that man's virtue, that almoit inſtantaneouſly out 
of this ruin of an once formidable empire, he 
raiſed and created a fabric at once the dread and 
wonder of the world. 

Whether lord Chatham aid, or did not propoſe 
to the crown a civil government for Canada, I who 
have not the honour of knowing, or being known 
by his lordſhip, will not take upon me to ſay but 
this 1 can ſafely preſume to aſſert, that it is not to 
be believed without manifeſt abſurdity, that the 
virtue which effected ſuch mighty works could 
either from © inaccuracy of head, inattention of mind, 
ot incorreftneſs of judgment, have omitted an object 
of this magnitude; we muſt, therefore, trace 
this ſeeming neglect to its proper and diabolical 
ſource; the SECRET INFLUENCE which liſtens to 
no councils but ſuch as are bloody, cruel, and ſub- 
verſive of the rights of this tree country and its 
free colonies. | | 

You wiltully impoſe on the public wes you 

, lord Chatham returned a ſecond time to power. 
His Lordi Ip returned, indeed, into the miniſtry, 
but not into DOWET ; for, finding that nothing 
could be done for his country, every thing being 
governed and directed by a ſecret and pernicious 
bluence, he reſigned ; and, as of the 
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realm 
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(10: } 
realm, in his place, reprobated a bill which I wil 
prove to be what his lordſhip deſcribed it, « wy. 
« cious, ſhallow, and inept; that popery i; 
eſtabliſhed, the proteſtant churches devoted, and 
the veil of the temple rent aſunder, that the king 
miniſters might as well begin to pull dow: 40 te 
proteſtant ſteeples, and that they have at! length 
thrown off the maſque, and opened _ plan of 
deſpotiſm. 
You ſay, this plan of deſpoliſin is the ſulſt 
fution of an act of parliament, in lieu of a fOvern- 
ment by proclamation, You have here ſaid the 
thing you did not mean; your irony, like Shake. 
e ſpeare's vaulting ambition, o'erleaping itſelf, 
falls on t'other ſide.“ But as I am not ignorant 


that any thing leis evident than indiſputable facts 


will make a proſelyte of a genius of your ſpecies, 
I will take a clauſe of the bill, which, in the up- 
per houſe, was modAily attempted to be ſupport 
ed, in immediate 0ppolition to the great teſt ſtateſ. 
man and orator this worid ever produced. 

The fourth enadting clauſe, after kindiy and 
humanely leaving the poor Canadians in the pol. 
ſeſſion of all the ige they had in a ſtate of Javery, 
ſays, that in all matters t controverſy, relative 
to property a: * civil rights, retort {hall de had 
« ito the law of Canada, as the rule to decide by; 
ee and that all caulcs which ſhall here ifter be int! 


5 


&« futed in any courts of juſtice, to be appointed 
by his majeſty, his heirs, &c. hall, with reſpect 
5 ſuch property and 1 be determined 
agreeably to the ſaid laws and cuſtoms, until 
they ſhall be varied or altered by any ordinances 
that ſhall, from time to time, be paſſed by the 
governor, Nieutenant-governor, or commander 
in chief for the time being, by and with the ad- 
vice and conſent of the legiflative council to be 
6 appointed in manner hereafter mentioned.“ Now 
if Ican ſhew this legiſlative council to be the mere 
creature and trumpet of the crown, ſlender as my 
abilities are, I think I ſhall have made ſome pro- 
ores toward eſtabiiſhing the - propriety of the firſt 
epithet veſtowed on this act, by lord Chatham, 
„that it is Ar gOCIous.“ 
The act empowers his majeſty, his heirs and ſuc- 


cellors, by warrant under his or their ſignet or 
len manual, and with the advice of the privy- 
council, to conſtitute a council for the affairs of 
Vebec, to conſiſt of ſuch perſons, reſident there, 
not exceeding twenty-three, or leſs than ſeventeen, 
* a5 his majeſty, his heirs, and ſucceſſors, ſhall be 


1 


picaled to appoiat z” and upon the death, remo- 
val, or abſence of any of the members of the ſaid 
oct, in like manner, to conſtitute and appoint 

inch and ſo many other perſon or perſons as ſhall 
be Dece 


eceliary to ſupply the vacancy or Vacancies ; 


„Hie 
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which council, ſo appointed and nominated, g 
the major part thereof, ſhall have power and ay. 


« 


thority to make ordinances for the peace, welfare, 
and good goveriiment of the ſaid province, with 
the conſent of the governor, or, in his abſence, 
the lieutenant-governor, or commander in chief 
for the time being. 

Two things are here worthy of obſervation, 
which are, that the king is to ered this legills 
tive council, with the advice of his privy. 
council; but the nomination of the miember; 
(under a vague limitation of numbers and defcrip- 
tion of reſidence) are left entirely to himſelf. A 
allo, in caſe of death, removal, or abſence, in 
like manner, ex mere mot, ſhall conſtitute and ap- 
point ſuch and ſo many other perſon or perſons in 
their room. But for fear nine creatures of the 
crown, being the majority of ſeventeen members, 
ſhould be too numerous for the moſt powerful 
prince in the world to practice vpon, the houſe ef 
commons, with a ready venality, willing to omi 
no opportunity of ſmoothening the way to heit 
adopted objects, Popery, (as far as it will ſerve the 
purpoſes of this pious reign,) Slavery and Arbitraty 
rule, inſerted a clauſe, which reduces the majority 
to five; for it ſays, that no ordinance ſhall be 
paſſed, at any meeting of the council,“ winere 
« lefs than a majority of the whole counctt is pft. 


= b » , 
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CF 
« ſent.“ Now if the whole council ſhould be 
fyenteen, the majority will be nine; and as this 
majority of nine is declared ſufficient to conſtitute 
2 council for making ordinances, a majority then 
of this majority will be competent to all legiſlative 
purpoſes; and as five will be a majority, conſe- 
quently five may be the ordaining number. This 
is a legiſlature with a vengeance ; and yet, with 
all thoſe badges of Slavery about it, it will appear 


free as the winds of heaven, when compared with 
its finiſhed ſtate; the devil himſelf not being 
able to deviſe more internal clauſes and proviſions 
than are enacted, to render what is called a legiſla- 


tive council the executive engine of whatever dia- 


n 

: bolical ſchemes the worſt of princes may conceive. 
What thoſe clauſes and proviſions are, the reli- 
, vious part of the bill will inform us. It com- 
, mences lixe Nero's reign, moſt liberally and ſpe- 
cody; aſſerting, that for the more perfect ſe- 
( crity and eaſe of the minds of the inhabitants 
ref the ſaid province, it is hereby declared, that 
ir bis majeſty's ſubjects, profeſſing the religion of 
be the church of Rome, may have, hold, and en- 
oy the free exerciſe of the religion of the church 
in : of Roine, {ubject to the King's Supremacy, 
be made in the firſt of queen Elizabeth, over all 
ere the dominions and countries which then did, or 
rc WW ereafter ſhould belong to the Imperial crown 


nt. | US 8 


„ 
4e of this realm; and that the clergy of the fad 
* church may hold, receive, and enjoy their ac. 
« cuſtomed dues and rights, with reſpect to ſuch 
“ perſons only as ſhall profeſs the ſaid religion,” 


Now I muſt aſk you, what is the religion that i 
eſtabliſhed by this bill? for it is not the Proteſt. 
ant; becauſe all the ceremonies of the Romich 
church are retained, with all her doctrines, except 
that which ſpecifically conſtitutes her ſuch, th: 
Pope's Supremacy. It is not the Romiſh, because 
the king is declared its Supreme Head. It is not the 
Quakers, the mild precepts of their religion would 
ill ſuit the bloody purpoſes of this bill. It is not 
the Gentoo, the Mahometan, or the Bonzes, It 
is not the religion of Moſes, or ſurely of the 
Merciful Jeſus; for I have ſearched all the lau, 
and all the prophets; the four Evangelifts, the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, &c. &c. and no where find 
it. If then it is not the child either of the Old, 
or the New Teſtament, it is not the child of God; 
And if not of God, there being but another power, 
that has any concern in this world, it muſt be of 
bim; from whom nothing more like himſelf could 
proceed. 1 N 

The Engliſh proteſtant biſhops, by diſcharging # 
well the offices of midwives, nurſes and guardianz,as 
in their ſpiritua] capacities, giving their Holy Bee 


diction to this Imp, have afforded an illuſtrious ” 
al} U 


055 ) 
ample of gratirude to the progreſſive Apoſtolical 
Chain. But here I would adviſe thoſe right and 
moſt reverend fathers i» Cod to ſtop; becauſe, 
hould that once be conceived, which is ſhrewdly 
ſulpected, that che union between them, and this 
Lictle Gentleman's Father, is too cloſe: a ſearch 
may be made after their apoſtolical title-deeds, 
which being not be found, their Holy Lordſhips 
may be left ſur le povee. However, in juſtice to 
our right reverend fathers, 1 am apt to beheve, 
that had they once thought of the duties which, 
in the preſence of the Almighty they vowed te 
perform; or the curſes denounced againtc thoſe 
who {tray from the commandments of God; they 
never, by their votes, or omitting to vote againſt, 
would have given their ſanction to this bill, it be- 
ing abominable in the face of the Lord, and im- 
mediately under his heavy wrath. Firſt, as it ob- 
iges the people to pay prieſts to preach up idola- 
ty and image worihip, contrary to the third and 
fourth commandment; as allo the denunciations 
n Deuteronowy, which ſay, © Curſed is the man 
that maketh any carved or molten image, an 
* abomination unto the Lord, the work of the 
* hands of the Craftſman, and putteth it in a 
* ſecret place,” 27. 15. Secondly, in effect, it 


mhnges and ſubverts all right of private property, 
liereby falling under the 17. 27. Deut. © Curſed 
C 2 i 


( 18 


“ is he that removeth his neighbour's land- mark 
Thirdly, it pays prieſts to teach falſe docttines 
whereas the word of God ſays, ** Curſed is he that 


«© perverteth the judgement of the ſtranger, the 
" . and the widows. 19.“ 

Now I will return to ſhew thoſe clauſes and pro. 
viſions, which are operative in rivetting a ſyſtem of 
ſlavery ſo bloody in its aſpect, as none but the 
moſt pious and beſt of princes could have conceiy- 
ed, Old Suetonius ſays of Nero, elatus inflatuſn 
tantis velut ſucceſſibus, negavit quemquam Pprincipun 
ſeiſſe quid ſibi liceret. But with what greater pro- 
priety this ſaying would come from the mouth of 
George III. the further inveſtigation of this bill 
will evince. | 

That famous clauſe which unites the triple, to 
the imperial crown of England, by ſubjecting the 
Romiſh church to the king's ſupremacy, has a 
molt magical effect; by in{tantancouſly convert 
ing our proteſtant king into a Canadian pope; and 
the Romiſh religion into what  T have often heard 


it ſaid, that an act of parliament could do any 


thing; I had my doubts, but now they are 10 
more. 

I have already mentioned that the fupremacy 
of the pope, now in, or near Rome, is {o effential 
a dogma in che Romiſh church, that it is the very 
7 


fine qua non of the whole religion; thereiore !! 


\ I 
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jou thruſt even our pious George between his ho- 

ine and the apoſtles, you break through the 

hin of ſucceſſion, and tumble the whole fabric 

» the ground; from whence it neceſſarily follows, 

az ſo long, and no longer than the king of Eng- 

and pockets his ſupremacy, the Canadians will en- 
joy their religion. But the inſtant they grow re- 
rogade by refuſing their money to bribe our re- 
mreſencatives 3 or themſelves to cut poor Engliſh— 
neus throats on this, as well as the other ſide of 
ie Atlantic, ſhould they not quietly ſubmit to 
livery; out will pop his new holineſs with bulls, 
nterdicts, excommunications, and anathemas, to- 
gether with the whole park of ſpiritual artillery. 
Bat what is {til} more dreadful from the kingly 
capacity, new prayers, &c. &c. &c. for the act of 
uniformity (the 1ſt of Eliz. not being repealed by 
tis bill) may be enforced all over that country; 
under penalty to the clergys firſt offence the loſs 
i one year's revenue and fix months impriſon- 
ment; tecond offence deprivation ; to the laity one 
Calling for each and every offence. Thus the 
ous and bodies (the Habeas Corpus being with- 


held, and letters de cachet in torce) ot the wretch- 


cy ed Canadians being at the diſpoſal of the crown, 
ial ht can it not do? the idea is of that monſtrous 
ry Myntude as frights the imagination; then where 
10 ball we find an epithet expreſſive of its hideous 


enormity * 
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enormity ? atrocious, though the moſt applicable 
of our language is inadequate from its comparaiy 
mildneſs ; and to ſearch foreign languages wo 
be vain; words being but ſigns, muſt be jy, 
ſequent to the things ſignified ; and, as neithe 
the ante or poſt deluvian world, till the preſent 
moment, have produced ſo miſ-ſhapen a devil, they 
confequently cannot afford a ſign. Away then 
with your imperium legis, and no longer inſult free 
born Engliſhmen with ſo foul an abortion. 

You aſk lord Chatham, whether it is neceſſary 
for you to explain to his lordſhip which is a ſtate $ 
of liberty, and which of tyranny ; and immedi 
ately follows an acknowledgement that he is con. 
verſant with the hiſtory and fate of nations; and | 
knows that all thoſe unhappy people, who hare 
loſt their liberties, have ſeen thoſe liberties end 
precifely, where the government of will began, 
Now, as you knew the extent of his lordſiup's 
knowledge, don't you think the queſtion you, put 
idle, if not ridiculous. 

I will agree with you that Canada has been in- 
more milerable ſtate ſince, than before the con- 
queſt; and alſo that deſpotiſm, that great mother 
of all evils, was the cauſe of it: but who was the 
father of this deſpotiſm---the tops of the multi 


form proclamations will inform ? however, if the 


proclamation of October, 1703, promiſzd to form 
a 20> 


6 


W ernment, 45 near as might be, agreeable to 


led and perpetuated, to ſuch an imperium legis ag 
e poor Canadians have gotren : the firſt would 
| Wnfure perpetual freedom, the laſt, as far forth as 
ca, perpetual ſlavery. My lord Chatham's pre- 
rence then was ſurely that which a lover of man- 
kind muſt ever ſhew. 

You ſay, that the parliament of Henry the 
aohch gave the king's proclamations the power of 
aus; has your favourite parliament done leſs, or 
more? the latter I will make appear. For that 
o Henry the eighth, by giving the proclamations 
the power of law, did by implication declare that 
0 ſuch power exiſted before. Whereas the par- 
lament of George the third, by regularly reciting 
a proclamation, and annulling a part of it, be- 
cauſe, (as it ſays) the proviſions made by it were 
found upon experience to be inapplicable to the ſtate 
and circumſtances of the ſaid province, &c. B- 
i thrrefore further enaed that the ſaid proclamation, 
ſo far as the ſame relates to the province of Quebec, 
lie commiſſions, &c. &c. be annulled aud made vaid 
frm and after the firſi day of May, 1775. Now, 
Wh what greater reſpect could it treat one of its 
mn acts which it found neceſſary in part to re- 


n rpealing and annulling it in other parts, © becau/e 
0• | | Aton 


ehus of England, who would not pfefer it, ful- 


hell, than by reciting it, approving ſome part by 
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«© upon experience,” they were found inapplicable} 
not ſtopping here, it goes on to enaC proving 
which would be applicable. What is this but 
grafting an act of parliament upon a royal pro. 
clamation? a monſter as hideous in civil, a th 
union of the triple and the imperial crowns are jn 
religious polity. Another clauſe of your favour 
imperium legis continues even the proviſions jr 
thinks inapplicable of the imperium hominis for ont! 
year longer ; if all this is not giving to, and de- 
claring the power of law in the king's proclamat. 
ons, 1 know not what words would affe& it; and 
yet with all thoſe glaring facts before you, you 
have found out © that the king's miniſters hav: It | 
& go the very power which lord Chatham ſaid thy 
e graſped at; then alluding to the inſult offered 
the king as he was going to paſs this bill, you fay, 
ce the time was moſt unſeaſonable, when his majeſy 
« was going to give his aſſent, Sc. to relinguiſh that 
« very power, which conqueji had put into lit 
« Hands. This is fo very novel a doctrine, that 
J believe it is not to be traced beyond your curious 
pamphlet; pray where did you find that the con- 
queſts and acquirements of England were not the 
property of England, but of England's creature! 
if you employ an agent to carry on a ſuit, all the 


95 


materials for which you ſupply him with, and he 
ſhould be ſucceſsful, would you not think him 3 
fool 
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bool or a knave, who ſhould endeavour to con- 
rince you, that the fruits of your agent's ſucceſs 


Out was not your's, but his property? did not Jamaica, 
10. Maorca, or Gibraltar, once occur to you? or did 
he ou dream that Canada was purchaſed out of the 


(ings of the civil liſt, which are exhauſted in the 
purchaſe of you, and the reſt of the king's friends? 
or, that it was bought out of the miſerable reſt of 
Hanoverian revenues ? 


wpeal to lord Chatham's knowledge, and the 
knowledge of every man, whether a trial, by jury, 
s neceſſary, wherever our merchants export their 
manufactories; and proceed to ſay, in all our 
great foreign markets, there are no juries; in 
America there are juries ; but if you will aſk the 


. merchant, whether he expects a ſure payment from 
„ Hamburgh, &c. or from Boſton, 1 do not believe 
hat 


be will anſwer for the Boſtonians. Your zeal againſt 
juries, I fear, has hurried you into an appeal which 
nil rather reflect upon your knowledge. Aſk the 
Liſbon merchants what injuitice, oppreſſion, and 
apine they daily experience from magiſtrates, re- 
ende officers, and trades-people ? aſk the traders 


con; in ſhort, aſk the whole body of merchants 
wat they feel upon the apprehenſions of a war? 


ll which would be, in a great meaſure, prevent- 
D ed 


la the 10th page, you ſeem to triumph in an 


o Spain what they have ſuffered with reſpect to the 
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ed if there were juries, as muſt appear by looking | 

| 0 
at home, where the perſon and properties of fo. 


reigners, under the guard of an Engliſh jury, are 
ſo ſacred, that they never fend conſuls to our gent 
trading towns; whereas we conſtantly do to theirs, 
as a protection for our merchants and their pro. 
perties: and even this appointment is not as ef. 
fective as we could wiſh ; why was a judge con. 
ſervator to be appointed by treaty to guard the 
perſons and properties of Engliſhmen? with relpe(t 
to the queſtion you fo inſultingly put, relative i 
Boſton and Hamburgh, it is ſo peurile, as hardly 
to merit an anſwer ; however it ſhall not be paſted 
unnoticed. 
The people of Boſton look upon themſelves 2 
devoted to ſlavery, through the arbitrary, uncon- 
ſtitutional meaſures which have been adopted by 
the king's miniſters, and the legiſlature ; and th, 
opinion they are not ſingular in; every colony up- 
on the vaſt continent of America, as well as the 
greateſt part of England, holding the fame; 2 
alſo, that it is to be extended notthward, ans 
ſouthward, from FHudions, to the Mexicon bat 
If then the people of Boſton ſhould conceive, that. 
by detaining the property of our merchants tor © 
time, and caule ſpecified, it would ſtimulate thok 
| merchants to aſſiſt them in averting this {lave') 
how ſhould this light upon or effect jurics? if. . 


dee d, 


1 


teed, they were in a quiet, ſettled ſtate, as Ham- 
burgh is in, (but ] believe will not long continue) 
ind tha: the merchants of England could not re- 
over their debts, your objection againſt juries 
would then have ſome weight; but even then, it 
would only lie againſt thoſe of Boſton; and no 
| mare determine againſt their general utility, than 
; pzriicular man, being a murderer, determines 
har mankind in general are murderers. 

You ſay, the praiſes of juries are written in your 
heart, and yet are moving heaven and earth to diſ- 
credit them. But this is the candour of our pious 
court. Your 11th, 12th, 13th, and 14th pages are 
taken up in relating what an Engliſh jury is; and 


- f 
NEWINT 


=}, 


how impoſſible it is to have one ſo qua- 
ned in Canada, from the want of numbers. But 
this objection you ſeem to fear may be obviated, 
* there being above an hundred thouſand Canadians 
* eualifiea to jerve; why not then take your juries 
* from them?” | know of no reaſon: why you 
mould not; though 1 could aſſign many why you 
ould. But you are of another way of thinking; 
way? becauſe, as you ſay, addreſſing yourſelf to 
lord Chatham, ** your lordſhip will bardly truft the 
* property of your countrymen to a jury of Canadians 
* only,” Without noticing the exceeding weak- 
neſs and abſurdity of this mode of writing, for 
raloning it is not, I would aſk you, how you 
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( 24 ) 
came to preſume, that lord Chatham would got 
entruſt the property of his countryman to a jury, 
legally conſtituted of Canadians, in preference tg 
an arbitrary judge of a quadruple-headed monſter; 
is it becauſe his lordſhip pronounced the bill are. 
ciaus, ſhallow, and inept? or, becauſe he faid, it 
broke the national faith, by not granting the pro. 
miſled ſecurities of aſſemblies and juries ? or, fo. 
what other ſuch rational cauſe you formed that pre. 
ſumption? thus having, contrary to the fact, ſup- 
poſed my lord Chatham averſe to a jury of Ca. 
nadians; you paſs that wiſe mode by; and pro- 
pole two others too ridiculous for me to mention, 
in order to ſhew the impoſſibility of juries in 
Canada, 

You ſay, the civil lau of France, and ihe trial 
«* by jury, in England, are ſo diſſonant, that the form 
« of the one, can never be blended with the proceedings 
„ of the other: ſure you cannot be ferious, or 
being ſo, muſt be ſtrangely ignorant of the fub- 
Jett you have written upon; elſe you covid never 
thus confound two things fo diſtinct as Jaw, and 
the trial of law. | 

That the French rules of tenures, alicnations, 
dowers, and inheritances are different from the 
Engliſh, we will admit, though not in that exten» 
ſive ſenſe you would have us imagine, but ſup- 


poſe they were as oppoſite as day and night, !! 
their 


1 + }] 


o determine it as one man; more particularly, when 
they are to be aſſiſted with that man's knowledge. 
has not your reading informed you of the mighty 
changes our laws have undergone, more parti- 
cularly, under William the iſt, Edward the iſt, 
ind Henry the 7th? and have not juries been com- 
dent under thoſe various changes? was not the 
woe maſs of Engliſh ſtatutes, by the 1oth of 


juries ſound competent to try under them? and. 
can any man in his ſenſes ſuppoſe, that it was not, 
i leaſt, as difficult for an Iriſh jury to try and de- 
termine, under Engliſh laws, as for a Canadian 
jury, to try and determine, under their own laws 
of tenures, alienations, dowers, inheritances, &c. 
Wheretore, I would now aſk you, whether they 
ae not an additional ſecurity to the ſubject againſt 
(tz interpoſition of the crown, as well as againſt 
lit corruption of the judge? for, unleſs the crown, 
r covernour and judges, in Canada, are more 
mmeculate than they have been in this country, 
ery man's reading and experience will dictate the 
wolute neceſſity of ſuch ſecurity. 
In all trials, between Engliſhmen and Canadi- 
a, let the jury be half of one, and half of the 
and in caſe they ſhould not agree, but di- 
| vide 


—— * 
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heir rule or law ſhould be laid down before a jury: 
of tyelve men, why ſhould they not be as competent 


Henry the 71h, tranſlated into Ireland, and Iriſh 
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vide equally, they may recur to a mode nearly 
ſimilar to what was once practiſed in this country, 
with this excep.ion, that I would have thoſe Who 
are for the defendant put off, and ſix Engliſh and 
ſix Canadians added till a verdi& of twelve men 
was procured ; but if the diviſion ſhould not be 

equal, let the majority determine it. ] put it i 

favour of the plaintiff, becauſe, in civil ſuits, they 

are generally the pooreſt, weakeſt, and aogrieved 

party. But with reſpect to ſuits between Cana. 

dians, let Canadian juries determine them; and 

between Engliſh, Engliſh juries ; though, for the | 
more ſpeedy aſſimilation of the two people, 
ſhould think it more eligible, in the latter cats, 
to have the jurics from the general return. 

And as an immediate ſubſtitution of che Engliſh 
and foreign language, in their courts of juſtice, 
would cauſe great confuſion, delay, and los; with: 
out one benefit to the conquering ſtate, it would 
be as unneceſſary, as cruel to impoſe it: though! 
was twice done in this country ; once by the Saxons, 
and again by the Normans. However, I think it 
material that they ſhould adopt our language, 3 
ſoon as poſſible, in order to render our union tit 
ſtricter, and firmer : and for this end, would have 
an act paſſed, allowing them ten years furthe 
uſage of the French tongue; and, at the expiration 


of that period, to ceaſe in their courts of jullice, 
| | 
ana 


have 
ther 
ation 
ſlice, 

and 


C7 1 


and the Fogliſh ſubſtituted in its place, This 


vould be allowing them all the time they could 
rexfonably with for; and make the riſing generati- 
on look upon chemſelves as Engliſhmen, A policy 
in part ſimilar, but not ſo lenient as this, was looked 
upon as the wiſeſt ſtep that wiſe prince Edward the 
| took, upon his conqueſt of Wales; and by the 
ame means endeavoured to bring about an union 
with Scotland. Eut, why do I mention this here? 
av ing dreamed that the policy of our pious court 


was to create diſunion, and diſtruſt, not only be- 
ween England, and her dependencies; but be- 


teen family, and family, nll every TIE national, 
locial, and human, being diſſolved, we are indivi— 
dually left to be plundered, and butchered, by a 
pious, hypocritical tyrant of our own creation. 
Page 18, you ſay, © in the courſe of all the evi- 
* gence that has been laid before the public, we find 
* that the Canadians have expreſſed one conſtaut uni- 
* form wiſh to be governed by their own laws, and 
« the Engliſh, as 3 deſired to be governed 
* oy the laws of England.“ It you will look into 
the teſtimony, delivered at the bar of the houſe, 
fu will find that the Canadians wiſhed for our 
dinnnal N with the trial by jury in criminal 
matters; and, as the miriſter refuſed the papers 
nc reports, upon the ttate of Canada, which 
Were called for by ſcverat meinbers of the houſe, 
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( 28 ) 
or to examine witneſſes who might have ſuppled 
the want of thoſe papers; every experienced per, 
fon muſt ſee, in this refuſal, a concealment df 
evidence favourable to afſemblies and juries in al 
caſes; and alſo in his refuſing the examination of 
general Murray, who, from his long reſidence at 
Quebec, and perfect knowledge of the ſtate of 
Canada, could have given the houſe great info. 
mation; elſe why was Dr. Marriot, before whom 
all the papers relative to the ſtate of Canada were 
laid for his report and opinion, which were given 
to the crown? why, I ſay, was not only this 
learned gentleman's report and opinion kepr back, 
but he himſelf precluded from giving the houle 
any information, when called to their bar? why 
was he ſuffered to turn the ſolemn examination of | 
the commons of England into contempt and ridi- 
cule ? would it not have been more decent t9 
have negatived the motion for calling him to tix 
bar, than ſuffer him to be called merely to ſhes 


the houſe that, as they were before inſulted with- 


out, ſo they ſhould now be inſulted within? do 
you think that the fabricated, and ridiculous teſt 
mony againſt juries, in civil matters, will have 
any other effect, than to ſhew the practice of the 
miniſtry in the concealment of the truth? or that, 
that vain contemptible teſtimony, given by one of | 
the nobleſſe, which went to ſhew, that his canc- 


( WW 3 


ing corps would look upon themſelves as degraded 
0a level with honeſt men, if juries were inſti- 
wed in civil caſes? or that other, as important 
objection, that the inhabitants of Quebec could 
not ſee, how a juror (not knowing that there were 
to be twelve) upon his oath was more likely to 
be an honeſt man than a judge upon his oath ? do 
jou think we can believe, that a whole body of 
people would adopt ſuch objections as thoſe; or, 
if they did, ſhould their levity, and ignorance, 
meet other treatment than 1s ſhewed to children ? 
but what would you fay if the reverſe of this is 
the fact? and that it is, the petition of the Cana- 
dans to the king will convince every perſon who 
can read: as in it they expreſs their gratitude for 
W tis majeſty's kindneſs, in granting them the pri- 
wege of juries, in civil, as well as criminal mat- 
ters; but, at the ſame time, teſtify their ſorrow 
a their being given to underſtand, that it will ex 


EW clude them from all offices civil, as well as mili- 
ch- ary; wherefore, they humbly pray, that his ma- 
00 elty will be pleaſed to permit them to participate 
ſtt- with his ancient ſubjects in the rights and privi- 
e leges of Engliſh citizens. This is the ſubſtance 
the 6: that part of their petition which relates to juries 
1 | nd Engliſh liberties, However, leaſt you ſhould 
> Of 


türk that I changed the words, and thereby al- 
kred the fenſe, 1 will tranſcribe, verbatim, that 
5 part 


( 3o ) 


part which relates to juries, and the rights of Eng. 
liſn citizens. It is addreſſed 


To the King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The petition of your majeſty's molt dutiful and 
loving ſubjects, the lords of fiefs, landed pro- 
prietors, citizens, merchants, and traders, in. 
habitants of the diſtrict of Quebec, in the 
province of Quebec, in North America, 


“ Your majeſty hath been pleaſed, during this 
time, to grant them the privzlege of fitting upon MW 
juries, not only in all civil, but alſo in all cn. 

minal caſes; but at the ſame time they were given 
to underſtand, that they were obſtacles to being n 
any employs, whether civil or military; they 
were, and are, ſtartled at the idea of ſuch an 
excluſion. Your petitioners, who ardently wiſh 
to ſerve and to be uſeſul to their country, flatter 


themſelves, that your majeſty will be pleaſed to 


permit them to participate with your ancient 
ſubjects, in the 77ghts and privileges of Engij 


citizens. The irreproachable conduct which 
they have obſerved, ſince the conqueſt, and 


their ſubmiſſion to government, ſhould be look: 
ed upon as faithful teſtimonies that they will 
never abuſe your majeſty's goodneſs. The) 

„ ſhall 
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n 
u ſhall ever retain the moſt reſpectful remem- 
« brance of them; they will tranſmit them from 
« zoe to age, to their lateſt poſterity ; they have 
« taken the moſt ſolemn oaths of allegiance to 
« your majeſty, and the illuſtrious houſe of 
4 Hanover, and have, in oblervance of the ſame, 
« ſince the conqueſt, ever behaved themſelves as 
« fyithtul and loyal ſubjects. Their zeal and at- 
« 12chment will make them ever expoſe their lives 
for the glory of their ſacred ſovereign, for the 
afety, defence and augmentation of the Britiſh 


Pa 
a 


FS 
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© empire.” 

la another part they ſay, may your ma- 
" jſty deign to extend your goodneſs equally 
* 19 all your ſubjects, without diſtinction, and to 
„ maintain that glorious title of father and ſo- 
* yereign of a free people, would it not be an in- 
| © fringement upon that title, if more than one 
© hundred thouſand new ſubjects ſhould find them- 
* lelves excluded from ſerving your majeſty, and 
© deprived of thoſe ineſtimable bleſſings poſſeſſed 
* oy your ancient ſubjects? if their petition be 
* heard, their fears will be diſſipated; their mis- 
* iortunes have an end; their days will paſs in 
Itrenity and eaſe; they will be ever ready to 
acrifice them for the glory of their. ſovereign, 
and the ſecurity of his empire, their new 
country. 
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laws, or that of ſubjects, claiming the rights 200 
privileges of Engliſh citizens? can any thing be 


with aparliament, or aſſembly of their own chooſing, 


9 


Is this che language of ſlaves, deſiring arbira; 


more pointed than their prayers for thoſe oreat 
objects? if then thoſe rights and privileges are 
permanent ſecurity in property, perſon and religion; 


together with juries, in civil, as well as criminal 
caſes, and an eligibility to all offices; it is evident 
that the Canadians have deſired all and every of 
theſe privileges,---Has this prayer of their petition 
been made the object of that bill which the 6% 
friends would have us believe it is grounded upoy? 
no; for it has not left them à right under Heavy 
It has, indeed, granted them one privilege; the 
trial by jury, in criminal matters; and ſubſtituicd 
our criminal laws, in the place of the French; but 
this only during the king's pleaſure, as muſt appear 
by the following clauſe, ©* /ubje# nevertheleſs to ſuch 
« alteration and amendments, as the governer, litt- 
“ tenant-governor, or commander in chief, for tht 
« lime being, by and with the advice and conſent of 
* the legiſlative council of the ſuid province, ſhut, 
„ from time 1o time, cauje to be made therein.” This, 
in the language of the vulgar, is like a cow's 
« piving a pail of milk, and then kicking it doun 
6 with her heels.” 


In 


In 


FF 

In the Canadians petition, there is a particular 

part, which peculiarly claims our attention; as 
t will go far in manifeſting the bounty and can- 


aur of our pious king.—lIt is, where the peti- 
foners ſay, that with his majeſty's grant of 


« juries they were given to underſtand, that it 


« yould render them incapable of all offices civil 
« and military.” As our conſtitution knows no 


ſuch precluſion, was not this tantamount to ſay- 


nc, if you will petition againſt this privilege, 
jou ſnall not only be eligible to offices civil and 
military, but actually appointed? However, the 
tet of princes was not petitioned. The ſcheme, 
ndeed, againſt other parts of our unfaſhionable 
common law had better ſucceſs; for the firſt judges 
were ſent over ſo totally ignorant of both law and 
zoſpel, that, inſtead of carrying a wholeſome, 
conciliating rule for quieting the minds and poſ- 
ions of people, they, in the language of the 
ſcripture, carried a ſword with which they cut down 
all the ancient fences and bounds, unhinged their 


tenures, and thus forced the miſerable inhabitants 


{pray that their old laws, reſpecting civil matters, 
ſhould be reſtored : but as you ſee, by this peti- 


ton, to be tried by a jury. From all which, it is 


tvicent, that the wiſhes and prayers of the Cana. 


Cans were for a full enjoyment of the rights and 


;"'vileges of free-born Engliſhmen. And as there 
was 


urn cl 


the moſt ſpecious and kind promiſes, invited his 


9 
was another petition preſented to his majeſty, i 
the name of the Britiſh freeholders, merchants, 
traders, &c. (allured to Quebec by the king 
word) claiming the performance of the royal py. 
miſe, in the proclamation of October 1763, of 
calling an aſſembly to ſecure their rights and pry 
perties ; we fee all the people of all the religion 
unite, in ſupplicating their ſovereign for Aber 
Was 1t granted ?—it is ſaid, that Vitellius, unde; 


ſchool-fcllows to his court, all of whom he hut. 
chered, etiam unum Veneno manu ſua porrefis in 
aque frigida potione, quamfis aſtectus febre popolcerat, 
Suetonius IX. 

The 19th page you begin with obſerving, that 
there can be no rule for the compoſing of laws, 
« but. the ſentiments and inclinations of thok 
« who are to be governed by them.” With ke. 
ſpect to independent ſtares, you are right; becauſe 
their ſentiments and inclinations form the general 
will or good. But with reſpect to a dependent 
or conquered ſtate, you are wrong; becauſe thei 
ſentiments and inclinations do not form the general | 

will or good; but a partial one, which may be in 
jurious to, if not ſubverſive of, tlie _— Or 
conquering ſtate, What then is to be the rule 
gues ultra, citraque nequit conſiſtere reftum—19t y al 
of the whole, conquered and conquering. Has ti 


. 
been purſued ? no; becauſe the Quebec bill hag 
funded the Canadian (tate on a principle, not only 
dümilar to, but ſubverſive of, that grand gene- 
dus baſis, the ſalus populi, which has thrown up 
il the different orders of our ſtate only to extend, 
protect, and perpetuate it ſelf. Wherefore, all their 
operations are to have a tendency to thoſe great 
obje&ts, even thoſe of the royal prerogative ; and, 
xccordingly, we ſee all power reverts to the people 


Ut on every general election, in order to ſubmit to that 
il gand tribunal, as well what has been done, as the 


propriety of a new creation. Whereas the Quebec 
bill founds the ſtate of Canada upon the king's 
wil; becauſe that will creates the legiſlative body, 
ad may annihilate it, and create ad infinitum- 

With reſpect to this meature, and with reverence 


It- lalkz can omni potence do more? is not this the very 
ule Wi poner by which the people of this country have 
eral made, and unmade kings, parliaments, offices, 
dem BH civil and military, down to the petty conſtable and 
ther WH lance corporal ? is it not from this power that Dru- 
neral m has been changed for popery; popery, for 
e i. Hany the eighth's religion; and Harry the ceighth's 
ber proteſtantiſm 3 and proteſtantiſm for popery ; 
rule ; and this, in its turn, for the religion of the church 
d England ? in ſhort, what is it, that it cannot, 
3 ar will not do? if then this legiſlative creating 
een 


Per has had ſuch ſtrange, and wonderful effects 
in 


EL 


(3 
in this country; and as great, and many in every 
other civi/ized ſtate z why are we to ſuppoſe it wil 
leep in Canada? here the merits of the right . 
verend fathers in God, the Engliſh lords biſhopy, 
ſhould not be forgotten; who, in all thoſe variou, 
fome idolatrous changes have been foremoſt in 
bowing the knee to Baal. 

In the ſame page, you ſay, that * that portion 
< of liberty which each man is willing to give uy 
& for the convenience, ſafety, and protection of 
& individuals, of families, of ſocieties, and of 
<< ſtates, is the firſt principle of law,”---So far | 
from it, that it is neither a principle of law, or 
of common ſenſe ; wherefore I fear you have tr 
velled out of your road, and are fo bewildered, 


that it will be but kind to ſet you right; for which 


end we muſt reverſe your propoſition, and fay, 
that the convenience, ſafety, and protection of in 
dividuals, of families, of ſocieties, and of ſlates, 
for which each man has given a portion of liberty, 


are the firſt principles of law. This is common 


ſenſe, and what is more, it is the fact; though a 
pious tyrant, a perjured, idolatrous bench of 
biſhops, a deſpicable houſe of lords, and a proſi 
tuted houſe of commons, ſhould, with ſwords at 
our throats, tell us otherwiſe. + , 

» ; 


+ When I ſpeak of the Houſe of Lords, or Commons, [ 
would be underſtood to mean the court majirity, or ſlavin 


(37) 


Az to Grotius, Solon, and Moſes, they are all 
tors to your cauſe; you were therefore im- 


prudent in not conſidering their principles, before 
Lou had ranged them on your ſide. 


« The Canadians preferring a worſe law to a 


better,” you ſay, © ſhould be deciſive upon the 
conduct of Great Britain,” Here agaiu your 
alitical genius ſeems to fail you; for that worſe 
hoice may be the ruin of Great Britain; and 
ure you cannot conceive that poor old England is 
bliged to ſign her own death warrant, to humour 
ke caprice of a wanton, ſhe PER with prone 
wence of blood and treaſure. | 
The author of the letter to lord Chatham, ſpeak- 
ng of the Canadians, ſays, © they yielded them- 
ſelves to our protection and our faith, how then 
can we deprive them of the firſt rights of human 
„nature?“ George the third and his miniſters 
ill refolve him this, — as to the aſſertion I have 
ay things to ſay: the firſt of which is, that it 
ey pretty; but like many other pretty things 
wich you and [-have ſeen in the neighbourhood 
H Drury-Lane, very unſound ; ſecondly, that the 
anadians did not yield to our protection and our 
it, for they diſclaimed both, and yielded to our 
nnon and the bravery of our troops. When I 


ell you 1 have been bred a ſoldier, you will excuſe 
us laſt intruſion, 


F You 
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- You ſeem ſurprized at lord Chatham's ſaying 
that no true proteſtant could ſupport this bill; and 
in anſwer you ſay, no true proteſtant, my lot, 
« can be no perſecutor, no true proteſtant cu 
„ harbour any ſuch idea as that of eſtabliſhing te 
6c ligion by force: is the Spaniard in Mexico to be 
% an example for a proteſtant legiſlator ?” Ny 
lord Chatham, I dare preſume, and every trie 
proteſtant would anſwer no; charity being the 
foundation of their holy religion. And when 
| would be the charity, in the firſt inſtance, in givin 
ſupport tea bill which deprived, the miſerable in 
habitants of a right, founded on à compact befi 
tween. them, and che people of England, to th 
free enjoyment of their religion; and placed th 
right in the breaſt of the crown, whereby the ve 
ſouls of the people are enchained ? For ſhould 

king g govern theſe realms, who with the collefie 
| hypocriſy of all the ſcribes, and all the pharike 
enveloping the heart of a Nero, ſhould, I fay, t 
lord 1 in his wrath think ſuch a ſolemn monſter a 
ruler; what bloody purpoſes may he not turn tho 
Canadians to, ſhould they unhappily conceive 
retention; of their worſhip the firſt object. Al 
that they do, no man can doubt; who knows itt 
be an eſtabliſhed dogma of their church, that the 
is no ſalvation out of her pale. Conſequently ij 
queſtion will be with a C anadian, ſhall 1 be damn 


ed 


t 9 1 
by forſaking and giving up the religion of my fore 
ſubers, which enſures me eternal happineſs ? - 

ſhall | preſerve" it by obeying. the will of my n 
fyl ſovereign 5 whoſe motives, I, who am at fuch 
1 diſtance, and not of his council, cannot divine, 
but ſhould preſume to be good.: elſe the legiſlative 
body of a free people, would never by their moſt 


ſhemn act, (ſanctiſfed by 'the acquieſcence of its 
anſftituents) have made that will the governing 


vin principle of this country? T: then in my turn aſk 
le in WY ou, what true proteſtant, or even what true papiſt, 


be or what any body; fave thoſe who did it, could 
0 t ſupport ſuch a bill? wherefore I may be allowed 


d tiv ſuppoſe what 7 Eno to be impoſſible, which is, 
e en that the king ſhould inſtantly arm the Canadians, 
ould march them down tO aſſiſt in enſlaving, or cutting 


llete 
arilee 
ay, t 
ter a0 
rn tho 


the throats of our proteſtant brethren along the 
caſt of America; that done, bring them over 
here for the ſame righteous purpoſe; ſhould: we 
have any juſt cauſe of complaint? u, we impoſed 
the neceſſity, the Canadians might therefore ſay, 


eive HMve are extremely ſorry that we are driven to the 
. fatal alternative, either of changing that religion 
ws ite prize above our lives, or executing the orders of 


wr ſovereign : we cannot do the firſt, without in- 
wrring eternal damnation ;z we cannot do the laſt, 
mthout either rendering you fellow flaves, or cut- 
ing your throats; for all which you muſt blame 
F 2 „ your- 
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( 49 ) 
yourſelves : : having crate your legiſlature to 
break through the ſolemn national compact made 
between you, and us, at the time of out ſurrender; 
by which we were to be ſecured in the free enjoy 
ment of our religion, which compact you ſhould 
either have obſerved, or put us in the late we 
were in prior to the capitulation. If then youdid 
not do the latter, juſtice required you ſhould the 
former; which would effectually have ſecured u 
againſt the old popery laws, &c. as your latter ad 
with reſpe& to us in Canada would have been tan 
tamount to their formal repeal : whereas now, we 
are laid open to the 25th-of Harry the eighth, the 
| worſt part of the 1ſt of Elizabeth, and the act of 
- uniformity, primo Elizabeth; and in conſequence 
of the former, the ſtatutes of proviſions and pre 
munire, of the 25th of Edward the third, and 
the 16th of Richard the ſecond. 
I have mentioned thoſe ſtatutes to ſhew how in- 
poſſible it will be for the Canadians to retain thei 
religion, unleſs they ſhould be the mere paſſive ir 
voluntary engines of the crown, moved by the ab- 
ſolute will of the ſovereign. And if ary are b 
ignorant as to ſuppoſe that they will facrifice thei 
religion at the ſhrine of humanity, -let them look 


into the maſſacre of Paris, the Iriſh maſſacre,7 tis 
| fire 
+ Abetted by that pious and Holy Martyr, Charles the if 


as appears by his commiſſion, under the Great Seal of * 
| al 


US ID 


ire of London, the gun: powder plot, the burn - 
ings at Smithfield, the execution at Thorn, the in- 
quiſition, the impolitic as well as inhuman repeal 
of the edict of Nantz, the Ravaliacs, &c. 6c. &c. 
fightful monuments of human bigotry, which 
nothing but neceſſity could make me mention: 
being convinced that the good | ſenſe, moderation, 
and humanity of the preſent Roman Catholics of 
Europe are abhorrent to ſuch bloody ſacrifices. 
But this cannot be ſaid for their brethren on the 
other ſide of the Atlantic, their religion not being 
jet arrived at its vigour, whereas here it is in its 
wain z there they are precluded from all liberal in- 
formation, here they are enlightened with it; there 
they conſtrue according to the letter which our 
Saviour ſays killerh, here they take the ſpirit; in 
ſhort, they have no rule whereby 'to ſeparate the , 
bloody tenets impoſed by councils and popes, from 
the mild precepts of the merciful Jeſus. If then 
the Roman Catholics of Canada are as zealouſly 
orthodox as thoſe of the 15th and 16th centuries, 
and that many of the above black deeds were done 


Pro 


land, by the letter of Charles the 2d, in favour of the Mar- 
quis of Antrim— by the ſtoppage of the ſuccours that the 
parliament ſent to reduce Ireland, ſix months under the walls 
of Cheſler,—by his entering into a treaty with the rebels, 
after he had engaged his faith to the parliament to the con- 


ary, and bringing over many thouſands of chem to fight 
#ainſt the people. 


{23 


Pro ſalutis anime of the ſuffering: parties; what 
we not to ſuppoſe they «will do for the ſalvation of 
their own ſouls ? and if to all this you will add the 
king's unlimited power in Canada, as already de. 
moniſtrated from the Quebec pill, and then ſup- 
poſe the royal will, will not be executed, at leaſt; 
whilſt they think themſelves: hae to reli i 
would beifolly in the extreme, 
In the laſt part of the 23d, and gerd cf o 1 
«ih page, ſpeaking of the ſtipulation made by 
the Canadians for the free exerciſe of their religon, 
you obſerve; that lord Chatham, When it wa 
made, never found fault with Sir Jeffery Am. 
«* herſt, for agreeing to this part of it, or in hi 
hs lordſhip's diſplay of eloquence once blamed 
< that part of the definitive. treaty, but no is 
4% pleaſed to call the meaſure” (that is the capi 
tulation) © atrocious, ſhallow, and inept. Becauſe 
„ jt has ſecured to the clergy their property,” 
(Which was refuſed by general Amherſt) “and be. 
« cauſe it has ſubſtituted an oath of allegiance,” 
{never mentioned in the capitulation) . inſtead of 
<& that of ſupremacy,” (which the Canadians knew 
nothing of,) © required by the 1ſt of Elizabeth, 
(of which they were equally ignorant.) This ps 
ragraph is ſuch a curious envelopement of igno- 
'rance, abſurdity, and miſrepreſentation, that had 


1 not obſerved upon PRES parts as I tranſcribed 
Ih 


are 


tags”) 
it would have been vain to have looked for a 
clue; and therefore muſt have condemned it in 


the lump, as inexplicable nonſenſe ; which indeed 
would have made us feel for your head, but not 
for your. heart; whereas now we muſt include 
both: | ſeeing this miſchievous blundering aroſe 
from a malevolent zeal of affixing the ideas of i IN- 
conſiſtency and cruelty upon the moſt, immaculate 
character this nation ever produce. | 

Your vain confidence. of identifying two things 
as oppoſite as day and night, viz. the religious 
parts of the capitulation, and Quebec bill, has 
been, the ſecondary. « cauſe of your expoſure; where- 
fore, to prevent your falling into a ſimilar error, I 
will ſet, before you the article relative to the Ca- 
nadian clergy and religion. | 

By.s general Amherſt J agreeing, to the Grit part 
of the 25th article of capitulation, the Canadians 
ſhould have had a ſtronger ſecurity for the free to- 
ration of their religion, becauſe founded on mu- 
tual compact, than the diſſenters have in England, 
whoſe ſecurity is a ſimple act of parliament. Be- 
cauſe the former being the joint act of the . 
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* propriety, equity, a ang expediency of its con- 
tinuance or diſcontinuance is in Its own breaſt. 
I. T Herein 
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Herein then we ſee the wiſdom and Juſtice of the 
conduct of lord Chatham, which has been ſo il. 
berally arraigned, as though he would either per. 
ſecute the Canadians, or ſuffer them to exerciſe 
their religion under a difpenfing power of the 
crown, page 29, 30; whereas he was for leaving 
their right upon a foundation, which nothing under 
heaven but injuſtice could have ſhaken. 
The Canadians, by the ſecond part of the 21th 
article, demand that the people ſhall be obliged 
* by the Engtiſh government to pay to the prieſt 
& the tythes and all the taxes they were uſed 
e to pay under the government of the moſt Chri- 
e ſtian King.” To which general "Amherſt an- 


ſwered, this muſt depend upon the king's plex 


«4 ſure,” with which the Canadians were fatisfied, 
though they muſt have looked upon this as a mild 
refuſal. The definitive treaty does not make the 

leaſt mention of this part of the article, or clergy, 

which conſequently corroborates the idea of the 
general's anſwer being a refuſal ; and further, that 
there was to be no legal eſtabliſhment for a Ro- 
miſh clergy ;, but that the people were to be left 
as our diſſenters are, to ſupport them agreeably to 
their own ideas of generoſity and propriety ; which 


was the mode practiſed in the firſt and pureſt age 


of the church, and which; I hope, the good ſenſe 


of this nation will very ſoon ſee the neceſſity of 


recurring 
\ A 


„ 53 


uring to; and thereby eradicate that damnable 
pbition in Eccleſiaſtics, which has ſo long been. 
curſe of this country as well by bripging a 
oul ſcandal upon our Holy Religion, as by ſap- 
ng the conſtitution : our right reverend fathers 
d the reſt of the dignified clergy, voting, and 


reaching. indiſcriminately, for every meaſure, | 


ether dictated by the cruel LusT of a Henry the 
Wi, che Bloody Bigotry of a Popiſh Queen Mary» 
Wr by the clearęſt principles of juſtice, and nobleſt ſen- 
ments of bumanity of George the IIId. | 5 
Now we will ſee what care has been taken of 
e proteſtant religion, which you ſay, Page 2 3 
far from being rooted out of Canada, by this 
il, as has been aſſerted, © that the reverſe is the 
ruth; for na man, who i is, or who may be- 
come a proteſtant, is to pay tythes, or any 
church dues, to the Romiſh eſtabliſhment ; : bur 


the money is ſtill to be collected, in order to ; 
conſtitute a fund for the raiſing and ſupporting 


i proteſtant church in Canada,” By whom 
lected? rhe Romiſh prieſts of e every pariſh to 
Jin the furplus to the treaſury, under the deno- 
Intion of Maſſes, not ſaid by his majefty's $ pro- 
kant ſubjects in Canada. Item, commutations 


* murders, adulteries, rapes, thefts, fimple for- | 


ion, &c. &c. Item, indulgences, ' pardons, 


e ltem, proceſſions, tapers, incenſe, wafers 
G RL 
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(46 ) 
to turn into the Bon Dieu, lambs to repreſen the 
Immaculate Saviour, jewels, laces, hoops al 
cloths, in the neweſt faſhion, for the Bleſſed y; 
gin; : to which muſt be added, the neceſſary ex 
pences of her Ladyſhip's friſeur, under which u 
ticle will fall powder, pomatum, paint and Patches 
all of which righteous and pious articles ar i 
furniſh a fund for the raiſing. and ſupporting 
' proteſtant church in Canada. 
Our Saviour ſaid, alluding to himſelf, "ql | 
« this rock,” that is upon this ina of virtue af 
piety, will I build my church, and the gates d 
Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. But we, al 
not fearful of the gates of Hell, but thoſe o 
Heaven, build our church not upon a rock of vi 
tue and piety, but upon idolatry, murders, adul 
teries, fornication, thefts, impudent mockeries 
the ſupreme being, and his immaculate ſon; ther 
by ſetting Heaven at defiance, by laying 0 
foundation in Hell. But how weak and wickt 
all human endeavours are, when oppoſed to th 
will of the omnipotent, 'the founders and ſupport 
of this bill, like thoſe of Babel will evince; | 
labours of the latter being multiplied, and th 
work retrograde their language confounded, 1 
themſelves ſcattered abroad upon the face of 4 
the earth. They had for their monarch the m4} 


Bunter Nimrod; whether then our modern Nim 
2 ha 


(1 
ul more ſucceſs in Weſtminſter, than his brother 
n the plains of Shinar, the bill will inform us. 
It enacts that the Romiſh clergy of the church 
« of Canada, may hold, receive, and enjoy their 
« ccuſtomed dues and rights, with reſpect to ſuch 
F perſons only. as ſhall profeſs the ſaid religion.” 
provided nevertheleſs that, it ſhall be lawful 
6 for his majeſty, his heirs, or ſucceſſors, to make _ - 
« ſuch proviſion out of the reſt of the ſaid accuſ- 
tomed dues and rights for the encouragement of 
the proteſtant religion, and the maintenance and 
ſopport of a proteſtant clergy within the ſaid 
province, as he or they ſhall from time to time 
think neceſſary and expedient.”  _ | 
The act by eſtabliſhing that the Romiſh clergy 
nay hold, receive, and enjoy their accuſtomed 
Ives and rights, with reſpe& to ſuch perſons ozly 
ball profeſs their religion, does in fact declare, 
lat there no longer exiſts any dues and rights of 
de Romiſh clergy's, ſave thoſe of their own reli- 
ton, If not then of the Romiſh clergy, there 
uſts none at all, conſequently, ex nibilo nil fit, 
lere can be no reſt. 
but the idea of reſt, or ſuperfluous dues and 
ghts is exceedingly abſurd, and of this bill's 
ration, becauſe it ſuppoſes that the Romiſh cler- 
had, ſubſequent to the capitulation, and prior 
this act, a legal title to thoſe dues and rights; 
EO whereas 


( 43 ) 

whereas the reverſe of this muſt appear * ge 
neral Amherſt's anſwer to that article of the ee 
pitulation which demands an eſtabliſhment for the 
Romiſh. clergy.---His anſwer was---** bat it muſt 4 
* pend upon the king's pleaſure.” And as they x- 
quieſced and were fatisfied with this anſwer, it of 
courſe; took away the former right, and the people 
were left to their own free choice, whether they 
would, or would not pay their prieſts ; becauſe th 
king's pleafure, whether for or againſt the ef 
bliſhment, was in no manner to-impede, or ff 
the grand objects the ſurrender or capitulation of 
Canada; which conſequently © having no depend: 
ance upon the event of the King's will, were ful 
and compleat without its manifeſtation. 

Hence muſt appear how weak and groundlel 
(if not foul) was the joint report of the adh. 
cate, attorney and ſolicitor- general, to the privy 
council, in January 1768, viz. © that the king 
could not exempt the proteſtant inhabitants from 

e paying tithes to the perſons legally“ an abuſed 
term here, entitled to demand them from the 
* Roman Catholics in Canada.” 

And hence alſo muſt appear, that the proviſion 
in this bill for the Romiſh prieſts are null, and cal 
have no legal effect; and that the Canadians abe 
- Rill left to their own diſcretion and choice, who 
they "_ pay tithes, dec. or not. 


Becauk 


- 
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Becauſe this part of the bill is founded on a POR 
poſition, that the prieſts, had an immediate prior 
ncht to all taxes under the denomination of ac- 

omed dues and rights; whereas if (as I think I 
have demonſtrated) that this legal right did not 
exiſt, then the bill did not grant any thing Where- 
fore the people, whether proteſtants or Romaniſts, 
may ſay to the reverend tax-gatherers, we will not 
pay you any thing in compliance with this act, be- 
cauſe what we paid you ſince the capitulation were 
neither dues or rights, but a benevolence, or free 
zift; as you had no law whereby to compel pay- 
ment, and conſequently no right; all right being 
derived from law.” 

You ſay, © the beſt diſtinction you know between 
« eſtabliſhment and toleration is, that the greater 
* number has-a right to the one, and the leſs ta 
* the other.” This is a ſalutary doctrine, and I 
ſuppoſe.thrown out to prepare us for a ſimilar bill, 
in order to quiet the minds of his majelty's pro- 
teltant ſubjects of Ireland. 

You charge lord Chatham with having 4 
(that the bill was intended to raiſe a ſtrength in 
* Canada, in order to intimidate other parts of 
* America: and then that the bill was injurious 
* to the Canadians,” The firſt part of this charge 
jou leave as you found it, thereby ſhewing ſome 
modeſty ; ; as [ W you knew * bloody 

| orders 


\ 
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orders which- were diſpatched for immediately arm. 
ing the Popiſh Canadians, and for marching they 
don againſt our proteſtant brethren in Ameri:z, 
could not be long concealed. With reſpe& to the 
laſt, *that the bill was injurious to the Canadian, 
I preſume it to be as clearly demonſtrated as any 

propoſition i in Euclid. 

Lou ſay, that in F rance there is a fuQuation 
e in the adminiſtration of juſtice, that property is 
& unfixed, parliaments baniſhed, and letters de 
& cachet iſſued,” and yet © the law is free,” why? 
becauſe ** Facitus aſſerts it to have been ſo,” ſeven- 
teen hundred years ago, and becauſe Philip the | 
Fair demoliſhed it in the i zth century,“ ſee page 
30, 31. Tou are a moſt ſingular logician, and as 
good an hiſtorian, the deſpotiſm of France not 


having taken place till the beginning of the 15th 


century; the firſt and mot fatal blow being gir. 
en by Lewis the XIth, (ſee Philip de Comines) who | 
alſo relates, that in order to re medy the grievances, 


and miſchiefs under which the kingdom laboured, 


the annual general council, or three eſtates afſem- 
bled, choſe thirty-ſix out of their body with regal 


authority, and that Lewis gave his royal word that 


whatſoever thoſe thirty-ſix men ſhould appoint ta 


be done, he would ratify and confirm. Ho did 


'he obſerve this promiſe ? as the citizens and nine 


tenths of the kingdom tell you their king olſervis 
8 ; bis 
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bis coronation oath, bis protlamations, Sc. Ge. tha, 
conſequence'of the firſt Was a bloody civil war; 
vhich laſted thirteen years: the conſequence of the 
at muſt be either a total change of meaſures, a a 
revolution, or both. | 

Now fir, as French laws have been held up with 
mighty praiſes by all the king's friends, particularly 
by 4 gentleman, who has appeared in the public 
prints, under the ſignature of Palinurus, and who, 
am informed, is of a degree not inferior to the 
attorney-general, I ſhall for their ſatisfaFion, and 
the edification of this laſt learned gentleman, men- 
tion the ſentiments -of -a Frenchman, William 
Budzus, who on account of his great knowledge, 
was called the very learned Budeus, with which quo- 


ration, I ſhall for the preſent take my leave. He 
begins with and quondam hoc indigenæ vivebant 


more!—* ſo| may I exclaim, that in old times, 
* when this kingdom flouriſhed,” (as may appear 
by our money coined of pure gold,) „there was 
„i plain and eaſy way of doing juſtice; there 
* were few law - ſuits, and thoſe not of long con- 
tinuance, or indeed eternal, as now they are; 
for they, this rabble rout of pretended inter- 
* preters of che law had not, invaded the pub-. 
* lic: neither was the ſcience of the law ſtretched 
* out to ſuch an unlimited extent; but truth and 
Lequity, and a een judge, endued with in- 
«6 tegrity 


"4: be ) 
ge + eegrity and innocence, was of more worth cgi 
* fe Mode volumes. of law books: base 
2 ee condition things are brought, 8h, 

one ſhes, but nobody Bucs Tr WE") 9 2 
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Page 9. loft libs, for + by a ſecret pernicious. | 
influence,” read by the pernicious adyice of 
the earl of Bute.” ?“ "IM 
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Page 21, line 7, for“ in the cc of my 
read . in the ptocuring of you.“. 
Page 27, line 17, for *ſare,” read «Furer.* ; 
Page 21, line 26, after coin, read &. 1 
Page 28, lin. 2, for experienced, as read e, 
prejudiced.” f 


"1 hs ol * line 13, for eauamvis,” read ee, 
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